












Q&A Questions and answers
about  the IB course at Osaka International High School

What kinds of students are in the IB course?

We have returnee students who have lived abroad, 
students with roots in other countries, and students who 
attended international schools. Of course, there are also 
students who chose the IB course from regular Japanese 
junior high schools.

Is the schedule the same as other courses?

It is the same: 45 minute classes, 7 hours on Monday 
and Friday, 6 hours on Wednesday, and 8 hours on 
Tuesday and Thursday. There are no classes on 
Saturdays.

About how many subjects are taught in
English in the IB course?

In the first year, about half of the classes are taken in 
English. Courses required for the Japanese high school 
diploma, such as "General Geography" and "Informatics I" 
are taken in Japanese. On the other hand, from the 
second year onward, classes in English for the 
fully-fledged IB diploma increase, so all classes except for 
"Physical Education" and "Health" are taught in English.

What level of English ability is necessary for
the IB course entrance exam?

At the time of application, a minimum English proficiency 
equivalent to Eiken Level 2 (CEFR B1) or higher is 
required. Please refer to the separate application 
guidelines for details on the entrance examination.

Does the IB course support study for the domestic uni
-versity general entrance examination?
Basically, it’s not supported. The curriculum is set up for 
students to aim for the IB diploma.Do students participate in school events

with students in other courses?

Yes, for events like the sports and culture festival. 
Although, some events may differ.

How many students are in a class?

The maximum number of students is set at 15.

What are IB course classes like?

There are many inquiry and discussion based classes, 
among those are classes like TOK.

Can students participate in club activities?

Basically, yes. There are some clubs that are difficult to 
participate in due to the time necessary to complete work 
to get the IB diploma.

What guidance counseling is available?

We have separate guidance counselors that student can 
consult specializing in different countries: US, UK, Austra-
lia, Canada, Southeast Asia as well as domestic univer-
sities.

Is the necessary cost different from other courses?

There is an additional fee of ¥450,000 per year for the IB 
course in addition to the tuition necessary for other 
courses.

Can you transfer from the IB course to
another course?
No, you cannot.
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The International Baccalaureate (IB) Program is an advanced, well-balanced,
world-class curriculum. The IB Diploma Program (IBDP*) is an internationally recog-
nized high school diploma that is awarded to students who complete the
prescribed curriculum for two years and achieve the required grades in the final
examinations. Students will not only acquire knowledge in each field of study, but also
deepen their learning through inquiry-based education and activities that foster
critical thinking and the ability to combine existing knowledge with new knowledge.　
In the IBDP, students three core curriculum areas (TOK, CAS, and EE) in addition to
subjects classified into six groups, where they conduct their own inquiry-based learn-
ing. 

*IBDP = International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme

　The IB Programme's "IB Learner Profile" is the embodiment of what it means to be internationally minded. The 10 
traits is sought after in a global society. In the IB course at Osaka International High School, not only the
students but
also the teachers will continue to evolve and grow together toward this goal.  

What is the international Baccalaureate?

Why is the IB beneficial?

Why is the IB beneficial?
Cultivating a Well-Rounded Person with an International Perspectve

IB Core

IBO public Website
(ibo.org)

MEXT Consotium
for IB Education

Group（６つの学習分野） Subject（本校実施科目）

1

2

3

4

5

6

Studies in Language
and Literature

Japanese A（HL / SL）
English A（HL / SL）

Language Acquisition English B（HL / SL）
Japanese B（HL / SL）

Individuals and Societies Economics（HL / SL）

Mathematics Math: A & A （HL / SL）

Sciences
Chemistry（HL / SL）
Biology（HL / SL）
ESS（SL）

The Arts Music（SL）

SL: Standard Level　HL: High Level

The IBDP focuses on inquiry-based education. 
By learning in English, students not only 
improve their language skills, but also acquire 
the ability to learn independently and to think 
deeply, thereby broadening their perspectives.
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ESS: Environmental Systems and Societies

Innovators Forum in BostonVolunteer activities at elderly care facilities

TOK Exhibition TED-Ed Student Talks

 Osaka International Educational Institution is a school with a history of over 95 years. Now, we are setting a new course on the 

voyage of providing our students the best possible education with a state-of-the-art school in a wonderful location. We seek to 

develop unique individuals through novel learning experiences leading to abilities like international mindedness, language skills 

and the capability to get used to di�erent situations easily. Furthermore, skills for the 21st century are fostered through these learn-

ing experiences. Developing as a human being is just as important as developing knowledge in this day and age.

Welcome to
Osaka International High School  IB Course

A Full Range of Extracurricular Activities
The IBDP places great importance on extracurricular activi-
ties as part of the learning process. Through enriching 
extracurricular activities, students gain experience in 
contributing to society and develop interpersonal skills, 
enabling them to grow into individuals who can thrive in the 
global community.

TOK

CAS

EE

Theory of Knowledge

Guides students to think critically and 
develop presentation skills. (100+ hours) 

Creativity, Activity, Service

Contributes to the ‘rounded person’ ; 
encourages development of resilience ; soft 
skills valued by employers ; encourages 
students to work in teams. (150+hours) 

Extended Essay

Develops time management and research 
skills, prepares students well for universi-
ty-level independent study .(40+ hours)  



Our International Baccalaureate course focuses on inquiry-based learning through group work, essays and
presentations. With the exception of a few subjects, all subjects are taught in English. The school has many
foreign teachers and an English-speaking librarian on campus. The school provides an environment for
students to acquire the IBDP diploma in English.    

3 years Outline

IB Course Curriculum

IB course enrollment experience

　Our school has been designated by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology as
a special exception school for curriculam, and is permitted to offer immersion classes in English in classes
marked with【E】.About IB Course of 

                Osaka International High School 

Start　　　　　            >> 1st grade　　　　              >>  2nd grade    >>    3rd grade　            >> Graduation        >>       Next

E n r o l l m e n t G r a d u a t i o nH S 2 , 3 ( I B D P )H S 1 ( P r e - I B )

Students can graduate with two 
qual ificat ions by complet ing al l 
required subjects for the high school 
diploma and achieving the required 
grades in the external examinations 
for the IBDP diploma. Students will be 
able to enter universities in Japan or 
abroad and spread thei r  w ings 
globally as leaders of the future!

Students will study most of their subjects in 
English in the IBDP curriculum, prepare for 
the external exam for the IBDP diploma 
scheduled for the fall of their 3rd year, 
and be busy with the TOK, CAS, and EE 
activities in full swing. A high level of time 
management skills will be required!

Students study subjects required 
for the Japanese high school 
diploma and prepare for the 
IBDP, which starts in the third 
semester of the first year. By 
learning about half of their 
subjects in English, students 
become accustomed to English 
classes and inquiry-based 
learning methods.

S tudent s  a r e  admi t t ed 
i n t e r n a l l y  f r o m  O s a k a 
International Junior High 
School ,  as  wel l  as  f rom 
domestic public and private 
junior high schools including 
international schools both in 
Japan and abroad. Students 
can study with classmates 
from diverse backgrounds.

4 5

 The International Baccalaureate 
Course at Osaka International 
High School is taught almost 
entirely in English. The goal of 
the course is to obtain the IBDP 
diploma in English. Instead of 
cramming, each student not 
only acquires knowledge in 
each field of study,but also deepens his or her learning through 
inquiry-based learning, activities that foster critical thinking skills, 
and the ability to synthesize knowledge by combining existing
knowledge with new knowledge.         

In the summer of their 
second year of high school, 
students will go on a study 
tour to deepen their subject 
studies and broaden their 
own perspectives. Students 
will be able to choose from a 
variety of destinations, either 
overseas or in Japan, and will 
decide where to go accord-
ing to their interests. In addition to choosing the destination, 
students can organize their own activities at the destination, such 
as visiting local universities (UCLA, Cambridge, etc.) and interact-
ing with students overseas, or interacting with local residents in 
Japan.

The new school building is like a library in its entirety, with a wide 
selection of English books. In addition, an English-speaking 
librarian is on sta�. The entire building is equipped with Wi-Fi, 
allowing students to access the Internet anywhere in the school. 
We have created a space where students can communicate, 
work independently, and access and explore knowledge easily.

 In March 2022, Osaka 
International High School 
became the only article 
1 high school in Osaka 
Prefecture to be autho-
rized to deliver the IBDP 
in English. This allows 
students to simultaneous-
ly obtain a Japanese 
high school diploma and 
IBDP certification through 
a three-year program.

Japanese elementary 
and junior high schools only

46%
Japanese elementary 
and junior high
schools only

46%

International Schools in Japan

17%
International Schools in Japan

12%

Japanese School
 ・Belgium
 ・Philippines

８%

International schools
located overseas
 ・US
 ・UK
 ・ China
 ・Australia
 ・Thailand

29%

International schools
located overseas
 ・US
 ・ China
 ・Australia
 ・NZ
 ・Pakistan

41%

1st,2nd,3rd Generation　24 students 4th Generation　１７ students

❶ Possibility of acquiring the IB and HS
   graduation diplomas

❹ Excellent Well-Equipped School Facilities

❷ Almost all classes are in English aiming for
    the English IB diploma

❸ Study Tour

1st Grade：Pre-IB subjects＋Subjects necessary for Japanese High School Graduation　　
３rd semester in 1st grade, 2nd grade and 3rd grade: IB subjects

Pre-IB subjects
IB subjects

※SL: Standard Level HL: High Level

１Year 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36

Ｒ
Ｈ
Ｌ

Ｒ
Ｈ
Ｌ

Ｒ
Ｈ
Ｌ

1st year
(until the
end of the
2nd semester)

1st year
(from the start
of the 3rd
semester)

2nd year

3rd year

Hum
anities

Science
Hum
anities

Science
Hum
anities

Science

Modern
Japanese

language
culture

Home
Economics

Geography

Geography

History

History

Civics

Civics PE

PE

PE

PE ITⅠ

ITⅠ

Health

Health

Health

Mathematics
【E】

English
CommunicationⅠ

【E】
ＴＯＫ
【E】

ＴＯＫ
【E】

ＴＯＫ
【E】

ＴＯＫ
【E】

Study
Hall
【E】

Physics
【E】

Chemistry
【E】

Biology
【E】

Music
【E】

Economics
【E】

English A (HL)【E】or
Japanese A (HL)【日】

English A (HL)【E】or
Japanese A (HL)【日】

English A (HL)【E】or
Japanese A (HL)【日】

English A (HL)【E】
or Japanese A (HL)【日】
/English B (HL)【E】

or Japanese B (HL)【日】

English A (HL)【E】
or Japanese A (HL)【日】
/English B (HL)【E】

or Japanese B (HL)【日】

English A (HL)【E】
or Japanese A (HL)【日】
/Japanese B (HL)【日】
or English B (HL)【E】

English B (SL)【E】
or Japanese B (SL)【日】
/English A (SL)【E】

or Japanese A (SL)【E】

English B (SL)【E】
or Japanese B (SL)【日】
/English A (SL)【E】

or Japanese A(SL)【日】

English B (SL)【E】
or Japanese B (SL)【日】
/English A (SL)【E】

or Japanese A(SL)【日】

ro】E【)LH(BhsilgnE
】日【)LH(BesenapaJ

ro】E【)LH(BhsilgnE
】日【)LH(BesenapaJ

English B (HL)【E】or
Japanese B (HL)【日】

Math: A & A 
(SL)【E】

Math: A & A 
(HL)【E】

Math: A & A 
(HL)【E】

Math: A & A 
(HL)【E】

Math: A & A 
(SL)【E】

Math: A & A 
(SL)【E】

Biology(SL)
/Chemistry(SL)
【E】

Biology(SL)【E】
or Chemistry(SL)【E】

Biology(HL)【E】
or Chemistry(HL)【E】

Biology(HL)【E】
or Chemistry(HL)【E】

Biology(HL)【E】
or Chemistry(HL)【E】

Biology(SL)
【E】

Music(SL)【E】
or ESS(SL)【E】

Music(SL)【E】or
ESS(SL)【E】

Music(SL)【E】
or ESS(SL)【E】
or Biology(SL)【E】

Music(SL)【E】
or ESS(SL)【E】
or Biology(SL)【E】

Economics (HL)【E】

Economics
(SL)【E】

Economics (HL)【E】

Economics (HL)【英】

Economics (SL)
【E】

Economics (SL)
【E】



The IB course at Osaka International High School cultivates the ability to think and express yourself, which will be truly 
useful in a global society, through inquiry-based learning in English and collaboration with a diverse group of peers. With a 
fulfilling learning environment and strong support for entering universities in Japan and around the world, we strongly 
support you in becoming the person you want to be.

※ All classes other than Japanese A and Japanese B are taught
　 in English.IBDP SubjectsO.I.H. IB Course 4 Strengths

Japanese A
　In Japanese A, students whose first language is Japanese study "Literature 
and Language."　They investigate the historical background and culture of 
literary works, analyze them logically, present their findings, and engage in 
discussions about them. The analysis also includes films,  manga, commercials, 
and other media. Through inquiry-based learning, students develop the ability to 
discern the essence of things and improve their communication skills.

English A: Language and Literature
　Join us to discover amazing places and ideas. From these, your 
unique viewpoint can create original ideas that inspire you to change 
the world. We will learn to enjoy reading, interpreting, and non-fiction. 
We will even expand our scope to include works such as movies, 
comics, and advertisements. Through this course you will become a 
more critical and knowledgeable thinker and communicator.

Japanese B
　To learn a language means to learn its culture. By experiencing 
Japanese through many kinds of text types such as newspaper articles, 
emails, news, conversations, presentations, comics and so on, we’ll learn 
the concepts of Japanese culture and Japanese society. Learning a 
different culture helps us recognize who we are and open our eyes to 
diverse values. Let’s learn together to broaden our horizons!

English B
　 Economics is the broad and logical study of the economic activities 
around us and the world economy. In today's world of limited resources 
and excessive competition, what choices should we make? What kind 
of decisions are companies and governments required to make? By 
focusing on and exploring these issues, students will develop a global 
mindset.

Math: A & A
　One of our goals in this class is to find connections between the 
subject of mathematics and the world. We will search for answers, 
engage in dialogue and collaboration, and find connections with other 
subjects. Through this multifaceted study of mathematics, students will 
hone their ability to think constructively about the present and the future 
of the world in which we live.

Economics
　 Economics is the broad and logical study of the economic activities 
around us and the world economy. In today's world of limited resources 
and excessive competition, what choices should we make? What kind 
of decisions are companies and governments required to make? By 
focusing on and exploring these issues, students will develop a global 
mindset.

Chemistry
 To know chemistry is to unravel the environment that surrounds us. In 
this subject, we will not only learn the terminology and history, but we will 
also examine everything around us, from chemicals to food, and conduct 
experiments using a variety of methods. Explore the essence of matter 
while experiencing the fun of chemistry, which involves correctly identify-
ing, measuring, and combining substances.

Biology
　Students will study "Molecular Biology," "Genetics," "Ecology," 
"Evolution and Biodiversity," and "Human Psychology" as required units. In 
addition, students will study one of the following elective compulsory 
units: "Neurobiology and Behavior", "Biotechnology and Bioinformatics", 
"Ecology and Conservation", and "Human Physiology".

Environmental Systems and Societies
　Over the course of two years, students will study a wide range of content from 
scientific areas such as energy and ecosystems to population, resources, 
pollution issues, and social problems. ESS is characterized by the use of case 
studies to identify specific problems, discuss solutions, and discuss the 
advantages and disadvantages of the results of those solutions. The course is 
characterized by the use of case studies. Students are required to analyze various 
perspectives such as history, economics, geography, politics, ethics, etc., and in 
the process are able to apply their knowledge of other subjects they are studying.

Music
　In this age of increasing mechanization, what is the significance of 
creating and playing music with our own hands? Music is a mirror that 
reflects human beings and society. If we listen not only to the actual 
sound but also to what is put into the sound, we will find the answers 
there. Students will be exposed to various genres of music to hone their 
understanding and acquire the creativity to pioneer the future.

I had many opportunities to come into contact with 
English from an early age, and naturally became interest-
ed in learning using English. To be honest, I was a little 
worried when I applied to the International Baccalaureate 
course, but I took the plunge. In class, you are required 
to have the ability to think, not to memorize, and the 
learning style is discussion-centered, which is different 
from Japanese schools. I was confused at first, but 
gradually I began to enjoy it. It's hard every day, but with 

the support of my teachers and friends, I feel that I am 
growing little by little. In the future, I plan to study 
accounting at Asia Pacific University in Malaysia. I am 
particularly interested in learning using AI, and I would 
like to acquire the skills necessary for the future. Osaka 
International's International Baccalaureate course is a 
place where I can expand my potential. I think it's well 
worth the challenge.

Third-year student: Rika Tanaka
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１ The only article 1 high school
in Osaka where you can study
IB in English

3 A wide range of mock
exams to prepare you
for the IB exam!

 We have mock exams 3 
times for our students. 
They have more chances 
to get ready for their IB 
exams.

4 The IB Diploma
program starts in
the third term of
the first year!

 Now, we start the IB in 
January of the first year. 
Students get more time 
focused on the IB. 

 We are the only article 1 hjgh school 
in Osaka that offers the IB in English. 
Therefore, students who have good 
English and want to study in English 
or students for which studying in 
English is more suitable can study 
here. To put in more bluntly, it might 
be better for returnees or the 
children of foreign residents of Japan 
to study at our school. Furthermore, 
studying in English can prepare 
students to study in English at the 
university level as well. This is partic-
ularly useful for students who want 
to study abroad in English speaking 
countries for university. 

Chemistry Economics MusicEnglish A 

２ We offer a wide range of
subjects.
We have a particularly
strong selection of science
subjects!!

 We have more subject offerings than 
the other schools in Osaka. Specifi-
cally, more science subjects are 
offered at our school (Chemistry 
HL/SL, Biology HL/SL, ESS). There-
fore, our students can choose to 
study the subjects they are more 
interested in and connect to their 
dreams. 

What's great about this program is that you can not only learn
English, but also learn other subjects in English!!



knowledgeable
and experienced teachers

Career Support
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Briefings on higher education from national and foreign universities.

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme 
(IBDP) is an internationally recognized qualification. 
Over 2,000 universities worldwide offer advantages 
to IBDP graduates, such as waiving English proficien-
cy tests like TOEFL or IELTS during the admissions 
process. In Japan as well, more than 70 universities 
conduct special admissions exclusively for IBDP 
holders. Furthermore, IBDP graduates may have 
advantages in securing scholarships after enrollment.

 In Osaka International High School's International Baccalaureate Course, we regularly invite universities from 
overseas to hold admissions consultation sessions. To date, renowned universities from various regions such as 
Canada, Australia, the United States, Spain, Malaysia, South Korea, and Japan have visited our school to conduct 
briefings for IB students on studying abroad, including university life and living overseas.

Osaka International High School International Baccalaureate Course
Main career paths for 2024 graduates (1st cohort) （May 2025）

University of Melbourne, Australia,
University Information Session.

University of Madrid-Carlos III, Spain,
University Information Session.

Temple University Japan Campus,
Information Session

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU), 
Information Session

International Christian University,
 Information Session

University of Western Australia
Information Session

Highest Quality Education: Endless PossibilityHighest Quality Education: Endless Possibility

Theory of Knowledge ; IB coordinator Eric BaptisteTheory of Knowledge ; IB coordinator Eric Baptiste

 Welcome to the IB course at Osaka International High School. Do you want to 
experience a rigorous education through multiple languages that seeks to help 
you develop your thinking, communication, social, self-management and 
research skills? If your answer is "yes", we are here to help you. We have gathered 
a diverse group of teachers with a plethora of experiences to help you reach your 
current goals and prepare for the next. We at Osaka International High School 
sincerely look forward to providing you with an opportunity to reach your bound-
less potential.

 Welcome to the IB course at Osaka International High School. Do you want to 
experience a rigorous education through multiple languages that seeks to help 
you develop your thinking, communication, social, self-management and 
research skills? If your answer is "yes", we are here to help you. We have gathered 
a diverse group of teachers with a plethora of experiences to help you reach your 
current goals and prepare for the next. We at Osaka International High School 
sincerely look forward to providing you with an opportunity to reach your bound-
less potential.

 I am a Canadian living in Japan since 2007. I graduated 
from McMaster University and have a Master's degree in 
Education from the University of Calgary. For the past 
10 years I have worked in public and private junior and 
senior high schools. My main goal is to help students 
achieve their goals, both inside and outside the 
classroom.

　I am an American and came to Japan 
to teach IB in 2017. Before immigrating, I 
taught social studies in Pittsburgh, USA, 
for five years. I have a Master's degree in 
Education from the University of 
Pittsburgh and am currently working 
towards a PhD in Education at the 
University of Illinois. I like teaching and 
learning, but I see my role as being a 
motivator.

I have a Masters in Applied Linguistics from the 
University of Queensland. I have lived in 
English, Russian, German and Spanish 
speaking countries for 11 years. I have been 
involved in English education in various ways, 
such as teaching English at secondary schools, 
universities and educational institutions both in 
Japan and overseas, as an English teacher, 
teacher trainer, curriculum and materials 
developer and school administrator. I want to 
help students spread their English wings, carve 
out their own future and soar into the wide 
world freely and in their own way.

 I am originally from Sri Lanka and have been 
living in Japan since 2015. I hold a Bachelor’s 
degree in Biochemistry from Mysore Universi-
ty, as well as a Master’s and PhD in Life Medical 
Sciences from Doshisha University. I leverage 
my extensive scientific knowledge and 
research experience in my classes. My goal is 
to help students become lifelong learners who 
actively contribute to the scientific community 
through engaging practical experiences and 
real-world applications.

 Hello everyone! I am an American in my 
26th year of working at this institution. I 
received my degrees from the University 
of Kansas and Bukkyo University in 
Kyoto, and I hold a teaching license for 
junior high and high school in Japan. In 
my classes, we will enhance our analytical 
skills and aim for more critical thinking by 
reading, watching, discussing, comparing, 
and writing about various types of books, 
essays, movies, songs, and more.

 I come from the United States. I obtained 
my bachelor's degree in Mathematics 
from Lesley University. My goal is to help 
all of you succeed in whatever path you 
choose in the future. In this class, we will 
explore the connections to the world 
around us and challenge ourselves to 
think critically about present and future 
situations through mathematics. One of 
the major objectives of this class is also to 
help you understand the other courses 
you are taking and consider their relation-
ships.

　I am a Canadian living in Japan since 
2019. I have a Bachelor of Science and 
Education with a major in Biology from 
Queen's University in Ontario, and have 
been teaching science in secondary and 
high schools in different countries such as 
Sweden and Thailand since 2014. My 
passion is helping students find meaning 
and connection in what they learn. 
Biology is the study of living things. Why 
not learn more about how your body 
works? In the process, I hope my 
students will develop important life skills, 
such as how to enjoy and sustain their 
learning.

Economics SL/HL Jason Pell English A SL/HLCarl Arvidson

English B SL/HLOta Keiko Mathematics SL/HL Phung Nguyen

Chemistry SL/HL
Pasandee Wickramasinghe

Biology SL/HL Rachel Wang

Los Angeles College of Music

University of London

 New England Conservatory

Okayama University
(Faculty of Dentistry)

Hosei University

 Kindai University etc.
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Merits in College Admissions
in Japan and Overseas



 Spend three years at a school based on the concept of "Touch! Feel! Think!" You will come 
into contact with diverse values   and sensibilities, feel a sense of excitement, fulfillment, and 
accomplishment, and greatly broaden your horizons and future possibilities. Use everything 
you learn at this school to grow as a person. To shine for the future. The first step towards 
becoming the person you want to be begins here.
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 The building where the junior and senior high school classrooms are located 
is a four-story building with bright light coming in from the atrium. There are 
ample shared spaces, making it an environment where students can easily 
communicate with their teachers and friends.

【Main campus】

Main Campus
Auditorium
Dining Hall
Art Building
Music Building
Science Building
Japanese-style Wing
Infant Nursery Building
Cookery
School Playing Fields

施設紹介動画をアップしています。
下記QRコードよりアクセス！！

もっと詳しくは動画で！！もっと詳しくは動画で！！

【Special  Training Bui ld ing】
 Each special training building is independent and connect-
ed to the school building by a corridor. There are elaborate 
exhibits and displays related to each subject, and some of 
them can actually be touched.

Art Room Music Room

Physics Lab

Gymnasium

Tennis Court

Tennis Court

Biotope

Auditorium Dining Hall

Science Lab (Laminar Flow Cabinet)

In a biology class

Facility Introduction
Current
student
interview

Q: What kind of classes do you usually take?
【Motonobu】 IB classes are basically conducted in English in the classroom. If 
there is something I don't understand, I ask the teacher. Another feature of the IB 
course is that there are many situations where computers are used. First-year 
students use electronic dictionaries, immediately ask the teacher about words they 
don't understand, or use translation apps. Characteristic features of the classes 
include a lot of actual experiments and active learning, as well as many opportuni-
ties for group work and exchange of opinions. The most memorable experience 
was doing an experiment to make ice cream in science class (lol).

Q: What do you do during your break?
【Karina】 My native language is English, so I personally find it easier to speak 
English, but I try to use Japanese with my classmates during breaks as a way to 
practice. The IB course is characterized by being busy, and I use my breaks to work 
on assignments and study independently. The lessons move quickly, so if I don't 
study independently I won't be able to keep up. I always try to prepare for the next 
lesson on the weekends.

Q: What kind of people are in your class?
【Motonobu】 The IB course has students with truly diverse backgrounds. You 
can tell from the fact that there are students like Karina who graduated from an 
international school, and students like me who graduated from a public school. 
There are students from a variety of countries, including those who have lived 
overseas and those with foreign nationality, so I feel that it is a place like a "salad 
bowl of races." I think that accepting each other's differences is the foundation of 
this course.

Q: What is your favorite subject?
【Motonobu】 My favorite subject is economics. I think economics is a practical 
subject. Money is something that is relevant to people of all ages, and will be even 
more relevant in the future. I think it is meaningful to be able to understand it not 
only from a Japanese perspective, but also from a global perspective.
【Karina】 I also like economics. After I entered the IB course, I started studying 
economics and fell in love with it. I want to continue studying economics in the 
future. I think economics will definitely be a useful subject in the future. If you can 
understand even a little bit about economics, you will be able to understand the 
news more deeply and your perspective will change.as a way to practice. The IB 
course is characterized by being busy, and I use my breaks to work on assign-
ments and study independently. The lessons move quickly, so if I don't study 
independently I won't be able to keep up. I always try to prepare for the next lesson 
on the weekends.

Karina Nakamura, 2nd year student Motonobu Nakamura, 2nd year student

Q: Please give some advice to those who are aiming to enter the IB course.
【Motonobu】 My one comment is, "If you can do it, go ahead and try." This is 
not a provocation, but rather because I don't want to say nice things. The IB 
course has many assignments and a huge amount of work to do compared to 
other courses. If you enter without thinking, "I'll probably get in somehow," you 
may end up giving up. Even before you enroll, I want you to come with a strong 
will to "absolutely get the IBDP" and "I'll aim for a perfect score," a passion that 
is almost hostile, and a determination to throw yourself into it with all your heart 
and soul. If you come with that passion and the mental strength to overcome it, 
I'm sure you'll be able to get through it.
【Karina】 The IB course is certainly very difficult and there are many tough 
aspects. But I believe that anyone can do it. Even if you have studied Japanese 
since elementary school, if you have the passion to succeed like Motonobu, you 
can take the IB course English classes and get good grades. Of course, at first 
you may feel a little scared when you see the IB course, or think "I can't do it." 
But if it is your dream, and you have the passion and courage to try, it is really 
possible for anyone. The IB course is not only for people who can speak a 
foreign language fluently. I want to tell everyone that as long as they have a clear 
dream in their heart, they will be fine.
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